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ADMIMISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIE:
A70 L'Enfant Promenade, 5.9,
Washington, D.C. 20447
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March 7, 1997
TO ALL STATE IV-D DIRECTORS

Dear Colleague:

The 0ffice of Child Support Enforcement and the Child Care Bureau,
both of the Administration for Children and Families, are promoting
collaboraticn bebween the child support enforcement and child care
programs. The child support enforcement and child carse programs serve
many of the same children and families. These programs play important
roles in promoting self-sufficiency for families, especially in light
of Federal and Stcace welfare reform initiatives.

Child care costs can be a financial burden, particularly for low-
income families. Many families must choose bhetween c¢hild care and
other bazic needs. Other families £ind themselwves constantly shifting
child care arrangements and making compromises in the cuality of care.
To addreszz thesze problems, subszidized child care services help low-
income familiez and those trangiticoning off welfare to obtain child
care o they can work or atkbend training or education. A combination
of Federal, State and local funds make these serwvices awvailable to
eligible parents through cercificates or contracted programs. We have
enclosed fact sheets which provide more informatbicon about the Child
Care Bureawu and the Child Care and Development Mand.

To date, our child supportb/child care collaboration efforts have
included joint sessions at naticonal conferences and newsletber
articles. In addition, representatives from ocur officez recently met
o discuss pogsible outreach initiatives with the Maticnal Asscociation
of Child Care Resource and Referral Rgencies.

We know that many of you are already collaborating with your State’'s
child care program. The joint session of State child support
enforcement and child care administrators atb the recent American
Public Welfare Associatbion (APWA)] meeCing in Phoenix was a good
example of existing =fforts. We are now asking every child support
enforcement program to join these efforks. Below are some specific
ideas on ways you may wish to proceed, based on practices many State
child support and child care programs already have in place.

% 4] b ivitie=z., In addition to providing child
care subsidies to low=income families, State child care agencies
are also required by Federal law to disseminate to the general
public consumer education informaticn that will promote informed
child care choices, Many States provide this informatbtion through
a network of local, community-based rescurce and referral
agencies. Your Skate’s child care consumer education/rescurce
and referral network may be ahle to provide information to
parents about pakernity establizhment and child support
enforcement. Many rescurce and referral agencies receive a large
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portion of their inquiries [rom parents with infants and
therefore can potentially play an important role in encouradging
early paternity establishment. In addition, we urge vou Lo
gstablish referral procedures s¢ that child care agencies can
refer families bto the appropriate child support enforcement
cEffice. ¥You mavy want to provide the child care community with
copies of informational materials for distribution as well as a
lizt of phonse numbers and addresses for referrals.

L Policy Development. We also suggest that wvou collaborate with
vour sState's child care agency on policy issues which affect both
Ehe child support and child care programs. For example, vou may
want to involve the child care community in your State’s next
review of its guidelines for sekbbing child support awards. Your
State child care agency can provide information that will ke
valuable in examining how your State’s child support guidelines
deal wikh child care costs, child care subsidies, and dependent
care tax credits, Likewise, vou can work with the Ztate child
care agency regarding how custodial parents® child support income
will be treated in eligibilicy determinaticns for child care
subzidies.

We urge you to meet with your State child care director to discuss
specific activities regarding both outreach/referral and policy
development. Enclosed iz a list of State child care administrators.
In addition, please alext all the logal IV-D ocfficezs throughout wvour
State about thiszs initiakive and their role in ik. A local IV-D office
can work with the local child care community to set up referral
arrangements, distribute ocutreach materials, and speak with child care
staff, providers, and parents about child suppork services.

as we jointly invite your help to promobte collaboration between child
support and child care, we want to assure you --as we did the State
<child care administrators in a similar letter-- of our joint
commibment to aszsist vyou, Federal regional child support and child
care staffs share this commitment. They invite vour calls for
assiskbance and are inkterested in learning about success stories you
want Lo share with us. We are interxested in showcasing in the Child
Suppork Beporkt best practices under this initiakiwve.

Finally, collaboration between child support and child care, while
important, should only be one part of a larger collaboration effort.

A similar imitiative that child support iz undertaking with Head Start
has already bhegun to vield good results, All relevant agencies --
including agencies thak administer Temporary Assistance £or Heedy
Familieszs, health programs, and education-- need to work together to
ensure a coordinated approach to serving families.
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nocleoming, we Lhank you oo behalt of the many pérents and theor
be strengthenad L.h;Lqﬁ VOUEr Rartioipaticn
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idren wnose lives will
inn this initiatciwve.
Sincexralsy,
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Joan Lombard: Davigd Gray Ross
Ampooiabe Commissioner Deputy Direcior
Thild Care Bureal Office of Child sSuppo
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